
OFFICIAL BILLING 

Folsom Prison Experience: An Immersive Tribute Drama Inspired by the Day Johnny 
Cash Recorded At Folsom Prison 

 

EXTRA LARGE (Website) 

Step inside the gates for a full-throttle, drama-filled journey back to January 13, 
1968. 

Folsom Prison Experience is a fully immersive theatrical tribute that rebuilds the tension, 
grit, and electricity of the day Johnny Cash recorded At Folsom Prison. A the time, 
Cash’s personal life was strained, the hits had slowed, and studio sessions were going 
nowhere. So he took a gamble no one expected by recording a live album inside the 
maximum-security walls of Folsom Prison. 

What sounded like a simple plan unraveled into a day packed with nerves, tight security, 
and behind-the-scenes chaos. But when Cash and the Tennessee Three stepped 
onstage, that pressure erupted into one of the most important performances in 
American music history. 

This production puts you inside that story. From intake to roll call, you’ll serve your 
“sentence” as an inmate and feel the weight of the guards, the presence of the Warden, 
and the energy of a captive audience.  

Starring Jay Ernest of Church of Cash as Johnny Cash, with powerhouse 
performances from Kat Perkins, Brad Erickson, Dan Hopman, Ryan Nelson, Zach 
“Poppa Bear” Norton, Bronson Bergeson, and more, this cast brings the full lineup of 
June Carter, the Statler Brothers, Carl Perkins, and the Tennessee Three to life. 

Not to be confused with a tribute show, Folsom Prison Experience allows you to spend 
a night inside the most infamous concert ever staged. Get ready for a one-of-a-kind 
journey through music history. 

 

LARGE (Venue Brochure) 



Prepare to step inside Folsom Prison for a retelling of one of the most defining days of 
Johnny Cash’s career. The moment the doors open, you’re an inmate, surrounded by 
guards, watched by the Warden, and fully immersed in the tension of January 13, 1968. 

Hear the music that reshaped Cash’s legacy, led by Jay Ernest as Johnny Cash, with 
unforgettable performances from Kat Perkins as June Carter and the powerhouse band 
from Church of Cash as the Tennessee Three. Experience the pressure, humor, edge, 
and electricity that made At Folsom Prison a milestone in American music. 

This is a theatrical tribute like no other—part concert, part drama, one magical night you 
won’t forget. 

 

MEDIUM (Quick Read for Ticket Pages) 

Step into Folsom Prison in 1968 and experience the day Johnny Cash changed music 
history. As an inmate, you’ll feel the tension of the guards, the weight of the Warden, 
and the explosive energy as Johnny Cash, June Carter, and the Statler Brothers take 
the stage. It’s an immersive, theatrical tribute to one of the most iconic live recordings 
ever made. 

 

SHORT (Program or Promo Snippet) 

Enter Folsom Prison as an inmate and feel the tension, music, and energy of Johnny 
Cash’s legendary 1968 recording in this immersive theatrical experience. 

 

PITCHES  

Pitch 1 

Step into Folsom Prison Experience and relive the day Johnny Cash recorded one of 
the most iconic albums in history. As an inmate, you’ll be surrounded by guards, the 
Warden, and fellow prisoners as Johnny, June Carter, and the Statler Brothers recreate 
the raw energy of that legendary performance. Folsom Prison Experience is a 
full-throttle, immersive trip into music history. 



Pitch 2 

Ever wondered what it felt like to sit in the yard at Folsom Prison in 1968? This 
immersive tribute drama transports you straight into the heart of that historic day. With 
Johnny, June Carter, the Statler Brothers, and the Tennessee Three under the watchful 
eyes of the Warden and his guards, you’ll feel the tension, thrill, and electricity that 
made At Folsom Prison a masterpiece. No other tribute takes you this close. 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

Step Inside the Day Johnny Cash Changed Music History: Folsom Prison 
Experience Brings the 1968 Recording to Life 

MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA — Johnny Cash’s groundbreaking 1968 live album At 
Folsom Prison stands as a turning point in American music. It topped the country charts, 
broke into the Top 15 on the pop charts, sold more than 3 million copies, and revived 
Cash’s career at a moment when everything hung in the balance. But behind that 
success was a day filled with tension, risks, and unforgettable moments inside one of 
the toughest prisons in the country. 

Folsom Prison Experience brings that day back to life. 

This immersive tribute blends live concert energy with theatrical storytelling, putting 
audiences inside the music, pressure, and atmosphere of January 13, 1968. With 
guards pacing the aisles, the Warden overseeing every moment, and a full cast 
recreating the original lineup, the show offers a rare inside look at the performance that 
reshaped Cash’s legacy. 

Led by Jay Ernest of the award-winning Church of Cash as Johnny Cash, the 
production features Kat Perkins as June Carter, Dan Hopman as the Warden, Brad 
Erickson as Hugh Cherry, Ryan Nelson and Zach “Poppa Bear” Norton as the 
Guards, and Bronson Bergeson portraying multiple key roles, all backed by the 
talented musicians of Church of Cash. 

Co-written by Ernest and collaborator Tom Pickard and directed by Stephanie Long, the 
show is built on deep research and a commitment to authenticity. Songs from At San 
Quentin also appear in the production, expanding the storytelling and musical depth. 

Since its debut, Folsom Prison Experience has performed more than 50 shows 
nationwide, earning rave reviews from audiences and critics alike. 



 

Bio - Folsom Prison Experience (180-Word Bio) 

Step inside the gates and relive one of the most electrifying days in American music 
history. Folsom Prison Experience is a fully immersive, drama-charged theatrical 
production that transports audiences back to January 13, 1968 — the day Johnny Cash 
recorded At Folsom Prison and rewrote the rules of live performance. 

At the time, Cash’s career was at a crossroads: personal struggles, dwindling hits, and 
stalled studio work. Betting everything, he walked into a maximum-security prison to 
record a live album in front of some of the toughest men in America. What looked like a 
simple idea spiraled into a day filled with nerves, heavy security, and behind-the-scenes 
chaos — until Cash, the Tennessee Three, June Carter, and the Statler Brothers turned 
pressure into lightning. 

This production puts you inside that story. From inmate intake to roll call, you’ll feel the 
tension of the guards, the presence of the Warden, and the explosive energy of a 
captive audience. 

Starring Jay Ernest as Johnny Cash, alongside Kat Perkins, Brad Erickson, Dan 
Hopman, Ryan Nelson, Zach “Poppa Bear” Norton, Bronson Bergeson, and a full 
cast bringing June Carter, Carl Perkins, the Statlers, and the Tennessee Three to life, 
this is not a tribute show. 

It’s a night inside the most infamous concert ever staged. 
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